
Term 1 2026  

Monday 9th February  Bundarra Welcome BBQ—5:30-6:30 

Tuesday 10th February  District Swimming 

Tuesday 3rd March Athletics Day 

Friday 6th March  Author Visit—Susea Spray 

Monday 9th March  King’s Birthday Public Holiday—No students to attend 

Wednesday 11th March—

Monday 23rd March 

Grade 3 and 5 NAPLAN 

Monday 16th March Glasses for Kids—Foundation - Grade 3  

Tuesday 17th March Grade 6 Experience Day—PSC 

Saturday 21st March School Fete 

Tuesday 24th March District Athletics 

Thursday 4th April Last Day Term 1 —early dismissal 2:30pm (bus travellers 2:15pm) 

Term 2 2026  

Monday 20th April First day of Term 2 for students 

Term 1 Week 2 

Thursday 5th Feb 2026 

 

Principal: Mrs Jo Shelton                                         abn:   21 860 290 195                            

m: Po Box 736 Portland, Gunditjmara Country   3305     e: bundarra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

w: www.bundarraps.vic.edu.au                             p: 03 5523 4122    f: 03 5521 7355 

Direct Deposit:   Bundarra Primary School             BSB: 063536 Acc: 00901409 

School Assembly: Mondays at 2:50pm 

Children are not  actively supervised at school until 8:30am. 

 
We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands and waters 

on which we gather, the Gunditjmara People, and pay respect to elders past 

and present.  We would like to share our gratitude that we get to live, learn 

and play on this beautiful Country. 

Before School Reading 

A great way for you to support your child and help them become more            

connected to the school is to help with before school reading.  Even if it is just 

once a week, it would be beneficial to your child.  Before school reading consists 

of listening to your child and other children read for a few minutes before school.  

If you are able to help out, just see your classroom teacher. 



 

Welcome back to 2026! 

A huge welcome back to our school community as we begin 2026.  A special shout out to 

all our new families who have joined us this year.  We are so privileged that you have     

chosen us to being your child’s educational journey and can’t wait to build positive          

relationships that will support your child’s learning and wellbeing. 
School Vision 

Last year our staff and school council worked together to create a new vision for Bundarra    

Primary School.  I would like to take this opportunity to share this with our whole school 

community: 

‘The Bundarra community sets high expectations as we learn and make connections so we 

can be proud of who we are and what we can be.’ 

We believe in high expectations can be related to many areas such as – how we learn, 

how we conduct ourselves, how we engage with others, wearing school uniform and       

attending school.  

We want to make sure everyone feels connected to Bundarra and we want to celebrate 

our differences in culture and backgrounds. 

But most importantly we want our school community to be proud of ourselves, what we 

can achieve and being a part of the Bundarra Primary School community. 
Welcome BBQ 

Next Monday 9th February we will be having our annual Welcome BBQ.  This year we are       

running two parent sessions:  F-3 at 5:30 – 5:45 and 4-6 at 5:45 – 6:00.  We are also very       

excited to have Ben Church join us at 6:00 who will be doing a smoking ceremony for our 

school  community to be involved in.  Following this we will have a free BBQ tea.  We hope 

to see you all there as this is a great opportunity to build stronger  connections between 

school and home. 
Cyber Incident 

Please see the letter posted further in the newsletter outlining the cyber incident that          

occurred over the school holidays.  Please know that the safety and wellbeing of your child 

is our number 1 priority. 
2026 School Uniform 

Please remember it is a non-negotiable that all students attend Bundarra wearing correct 

school uniform.  Tops and hats can be purchased at our office and jumpers can be         

purchased form Squidlydids. If your child is out of school uniform, you will receive a         

message on Compass – if you require support with school uniforms please come and see 

Miss Skye. 
Wellbeing Phone 

Your wellbeing is important to us. If you would like support with any well-being related   

matters, our Wellbeing Officer Miss Skye is available to help. She can be contacted by the 

school’s well-being phone and is also happy to receive calls or text messages if you wish to 

share anything with us. 

To ensure everyone receives the right support, this contact is dedicated to wellbeing     

matters only. For all other enquiries, we kindly ask that you continue to contact the school 

office. 

Miss Skye is available Monday to Friday, 8:30am–5:00pm. Please don’t hesitate to reach out 

if you need support. 

 

 

Ngata from Mrs Shelton…. 



School Attendance and Class Attendance Award 

Regular school attendance plays a vital role in your child’s learning, wellbeing, and success. 

Each day at school builds important skills, strengthens friendships, and helps students stay   

connected to their classroom community. Even missing one or two days can mean missing 

key learning moments that are hard to replace. By ensuring children attend school every day, 

on time, families are giving them the best possible foundation for future learning. Thank you for 

partnering with us to make attendance a priority and support every child to reach their full 

potential. 

How many days should my child be missing from school in a semester? 

0 – 6: This is within normal range. 

A child with this attendance rate is able to take full advantage of the teaching and learning 

opportunities available to them. 

7 – 10: This attendance rate is below average. 

A child with this attendance rate could miss over 1 year of schooling between Prep and Year 

10. 

11 – 20: This is a poor attendance rate. 

A child with this attendance rate could miss out on up to 2 years of schooling between Prep 

and Year 10. 

20+: This is a very poor attendance rate. 

A child with this attendance rate could miss over 2.5 years of schooling between Prep and 

Year 10. 

Each week I calculate the attendance percentages of each class, and they are given an  

attendance award at assembly which is held Monday afternoons.  Classes can proudly show 

these in their classrooms and be proud of the effort they are making to being at school. They 

also get an extra 10 mins play sometime during that week. 

I started this last week and am pleased to announce the first classroom to win the class award 

is…45L with 94% attendance!!  Great work 45L – I wonder who will be our winners for this 

week? 

Privacy Notice 

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school 

functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’ 

privacy collection notice. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy, which is found on our website,  

describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy 

also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn.  

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Seesaw safely at the 

school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing 

the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Seesaw, please 

contact the school. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations


 

 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

I am writing to inform you of a cyber incident that impacted some       

student data across all Victorian government schools. 
What has been accessed 

A Department of Education database with current and past student     

information was accessed by an external third-party. 

The third-party accessed active and inactive past school student          

accounts, consisting of: 

• student name 

• school-issued email address and encrypted password (for those that 

use them) 

• school name 

• year level 

The third-party did not access other student data such as birth dates, 

home addresses or phone numbers. 
Your child’s safety 

The safety and wellbeing of students is our priority.  If you have safety 

concerns about your child’s school location being known, please       

contact me and notify Victoria Police or The Orange Door as necessary. 
What’s happened to the accessed data? 

There is no evidence to suggest that the data accessed has been         

released publicly or shared with other third parties. 
Steps we are taking 

All student passwords have been reset. All students will be issued a new 

password at the start of the school year. 

 

The department has identified the cause of this incident and has put 

protections in place. They will continue to provide me with updates as 

we enter the 2026 school year. 

If you wish to speak with someone from the Department of Education 

about this, please call 1800 338 663. 

 

As always we are ready to support your family in any way. 

Kind regards, 

 

Jo Shelton 
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N/A 



Zooper Doopers  

available every 

Monday,      

Wednesday and    

Friday at lunchtime.  

$1 each or 50c for 

half 

We are very excited to be holding our           

Welcome BBQ next Monday 9th February. This 

year we will be holding parent sessions for junior 

(F-3) and senior (4-6) classes. Our junior parent 

sessions will be from 5:30 - 5:45 and our senior 

parent session will be from 5:45 - 6:00. At 6:00 

we will be having a smoking ceremony with 

Ben Church. This smoking ceremony represents 

a fresh start, positive relationships and good     

intentions for the year ahead. We will then have 

a free BBQ for all of our attendees. This is a    

wonderful time where you can meet your 

child's teacher, meet new parents but most        

importantly this builds our connections to each 

other. We hope to see you all there.  





RRRR—Week One 

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR)  

This week all students at Bundarra commence their learning in 

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships. This two 

year course consists of 8 units on various topics around             

understanding self and others. The program is mandated for all 

pupils in Victorian schools.  

Each topic will be announced in the newsletter so you can stay 

informed, especially when we discuss topics that may be        

sensitive to some students.  The channels of communication are 

always open and feel free to seek clarification through         

classroom teachers, Miss Skye or Mr Oats.  

This week we will be looking at EMOTIONS. The whole school will 

be identifying ways that people feel on the inside and how it 

looks on the outside (body language and expressions). Students 

in the younger years will play games and try to guess the      

emotions that are acted out. Students in the older years will be 

introduced to the word “EMPATHY” and how it helps                

others when they can understand and relate to their emotions. 

We believe our lessons will have great benefit to the personal 

development of your children.  

Next week will continue our work on “EMOTIONS” with a focus 

on understanding how others feel and what that might look like. 







13th Feb 

If you support our Book Club, we can then buy more 

books for our amazing library 

If you spend $20, you can get a free book! 

If you spend $50, you can get 2 free books! 

If you spend $75, you can get 3 free books! 

Orders can be done online or cash through our office! 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/

book-club-parents/  


